
 
 

MISSIONS TOWARDS HUMAN DIGNITY: 
CHALLENGES FROM WITHIN AND BEYOND THE BLACK SEA REGION 

8-12 September 2023 Cluj-Napoca, Romania 
Call for papers 
Since ancient times, the regions surrounding the Black Sea have been contested borderlands on the 

peripheries of different empires. The Black and Caspian Seas have been major trade and migration 

routes for mobile, intermingling, frequently warring populations of diverse ethnic origins, religious 

beliefs and practices. The countries of the contemporary Black Sea region in the broadest sense 

(Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Georgia, Hellenic Republic, Moldova, Romania, Russia, Serbia, 

Turkey, Ukraine) have emerged out of the break-up of the Ottoman and Russian/Soviet empires where 

19th-20th century national discourse has both stimulated the sense of nationhood of dominant peoples 

and the ethno-national consciousness of subordinate populations. The fusion of national identity with 

religious identity has frequently been sharpened by an acute sense of being protectors of contested 

frontiers not only between Christianity and Islam, but also between Eastern Orthodox, Oriental 

Orthodox and Latin Christianity.   

 

The Black Sea region has not only been the object of conflicting geo-political and geo-economic 

interests, but also been a locus of cultural exchange, religious encounter, intellectual and theological 

learning, mutual enrichment, missionary engagement and contestation. Amidst the traumas of war, 

natural disasters, conflict and competition, it continues to be a region which mirrors the human 

condition in all its beauty, fragility, brokenness, creativity, vulnerability and resilience. The conference 

will explore how the Black Sea region is not only a geo-political, but also a mission-political and 

theological axis, the strategic importance of which, though growing, has not yet been studied in depth. 

Missionary enterprises of Christian or other faith traditions, either emerging within the region or 

coming from elsewhere, have shaped societies and been crucial for identity formation.  

 

This conference echoes the theme of the last IAMS Europe Conference: Locating European Missions in 

a Wounded World in Deep Transformation (August 23-27, 2019, St. Augustin, Germany) by placing 

human dignity at the center of our theological and missiological reflection. Human dignity as a 

theological notion gains its primary meaning in human relatedness to God through creation. It is a 

normative notion through which: 1) the vulnerability and responsiveness of and in all human beings 

can be acknowledged, 2) human accountability and responsibility in relationship with God, fellow 

human beings and the rest of the created world can be addressed, 3) identity formation can be 

explored, 4) the ecumenical, inter-faith, and international entanglements of the missionary praxis of 

churches and faith communities can be assessed. The overall aim of the conference is to gain a better 

understanding of the potential of Christian mission throughout Europe to further human dignity and 

the common good and thus become a source of regional renewal.  

https://iams2023.orth.ro/


 
 
While the conference will focus on the Black Sea region, we invite Missions Studies scholars and 

Missiologists from all over Europe to present papers on the following issues in the wider European 

context: 

1: Problem and Sources of Human Dignity 

• Statements and writings on human dignity from within and beyond the Black Sea 

region 

• Lived experiences of how the challenges of human dignity have been met 

2: Claimed Territories, Competing Identities and Values 

• Collective and individual identity constructions in contested territories 

• War and peace and their consequences, practices of reconciliation 

• Missional responses to refugees, marginalized people, people/communities in crisis 
3: Religious, Ethnic, Other Minorities 

• History-mission-human dignity: (new) historiographies of missions (histories of 

oppression, persecution) 

• Where is mission in socio-political processes and cultural dynamics?  

• Solidarity- ecumenicity- shared humanity: how to overcome inter-denominational 

and inter-religious rivalry?  

• The role of churches in (re)imagining communities, identities, solidarities 

• Examples of building up human solidarity beyond ethnic and religious boundaries,  
especially during crises.  

• Lived experiences of fundamentalism, nationalism, xenophobia 

4: Human Dignity, Labour and Migration 

• Work –human dignity-creation: missiological explorations through case studies  

• Case studies of labour migration, unemployment, politics of labour and their 
implications for communities, families and societies 

• Workplace and work ethics 

• Gender and work, equalities and inequalities 

• Mission and economics, money, entrepreneurship 
5: Environment, Human Dignity, and Eco-theology 

• Eco-theology, theological and ethical bases for action and policy on ecological matters. 

• Case studies of ecological disaster or activism in defense of the environment 

6: Muslims’ Concern for Human Dignity  

• Islamic texts and experience as sources of human dignity 

• Islamic perspectives and regional concerns in relation to human dignity 

• Islam and Islamic movements in the Caspian and Black Sea region 
7: Mission and Bioethics: Multiple Understandings of Human Dignity 

• Bioethical and theological debates on the dignity of sufferers of serious and terminal 

illness, dignity of the human embryo 

• Legal and philosophical perspectives on the relationship between human dignity and 

rights 

8: Human Dignity in a New Modernity 

• A new viewing of modernity that is being called a second or new modernity, 

https://iams2023.orth.ro/


 
 

• A new connection between “hope” and “human dignity” 

• How might churches seek out their responses for living in a second modernity?  

 

The above-mentioned topics and entry points will also be addressed by keynote speakers and during 

plenary activities of the conference.  

 

 

Abstracts of maximum 300 words (including title, main question, and keywords) and with a short bio 

(250 words) should be submitted not later than first of May 2023 at 

iamseurope.conference@ubbcluj.ro 

 

Both individual paper and panel proposals can be linked to existing IAMS study groups 

(https://missionstudies.org/index.php/study-groups/)  

 

Acceptance of the proposals will be communicated by 15th of May 2023.  

 

Conference venue:  

Faculty of Orthodox Theology, 

Nicolae Ivan Street, without number 

http://ot.ubbcluj.ro/ 

Conference fee:  

Early bird registration 

Low income (≤15 000 EUR/year) 150 EUR  

Higher income (≥15 000 EUR/year) 200 EUR 

After early bird registration:  

Low income: 200 EUR 

Higher income 250 EUR 

The conference fee includes lunch, dinner, and coffee breaks during the conference program.  

Scholarships for students (always requiring a 10% own contribution) are available.  

Registration will start at 15th of May 2023 at: https://iams2023.orth.ro/registration/ 

List of possible places for accommodation during the conference:  

Student House Campus “Nicolae Ivan” 20€/night  

Hotel Universitas   36€/night 

Hotel Delaf    36€/night 

Hotel Victoria   42€/night 
 

For questions, please contact Cristian Sonea: iamseurope.conference@ubbcluj.ro 
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